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 We are against all wars, no matter what the justification.
 We oppose the war on Iraq. 
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 We oppose any acts supporting war, including sending Korean soldiers to Iraq. 
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 The lives of Iraqis and North Koreans are equally precious. Taking another person’s life to save your own is against Buddha’s most important teaching of respect for the lives of all things.  
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 We oppose violence against all living things such as human beings and the environment, and we strive to continue doing life-peace meditation, reflecting and repenting of human violence, anger and fear.


Jungto position statement on the war on Iraq
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 Black Clouds gathering over the human race
On March 20, the war on Iraq began with an attack by U.S and England, and in opposition of most of the people of the world and many countries of Europe and Asia including France, Germany, Russia, and China. The hope for a better future in the 21st century by creating a global village has been distorted by the horrors of war and conflict, filling our hearts with pain and sorrow. 

Seeing all the effort to prevent war end in vain, we recognize the violence of human greed and the ignorance pain. We share the grief of losing 2,800 lives to violence in 9.11, but because there is lack of reflection on the cause of the terror we see grief manifest itself in revengeful violence and anger. 

The U.S justifies this war as anti-terrorism and the dismantling of weapons of mass destruction. However, no clear evidence has been presented about Iraq supporting terrorism, and the US has ignored Iraq`s cooperative attitude and the request of the IAEA and many countries to extend the inspection period. 

The US also justifies its conduct by declaring it as a war to oust a dictator, Saddam Hussein, but it is a contradiction for the U.S to keep silent on other dictatorial countries such as Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Jordan. We believe that the US has started this war in order to gain supremacy in the Arab world and the oil of Iraq, after it gained control over Central Asia through the Afghanistan War. 

Above all, the greatest victims of this war fought in the name of the “freedom of Iraq” will be women and children, who experts estimate make up over 80% of the Iraqi people.  In addition, it is said that there is no comparison between the new US weapons being used in this war and the past ones in destructive power, even though the US justification for this war is to rid Iraq of weapons of mass destruction. In fact, it appears that the US is using this war to publicize their newly developed weapons of mass destruction.   
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 The war in Iraq and peace on the Korean Peninsula 
We know this war in Iraq is deeply related with peace on the Korean Peninsula, which is threatened now after the announcement of nuclear development in North Korea. After calling North Korea part of the ‘axis of evil,’ the Bush Administration has shown a reluctance to reconcile with an evil power.  Moreover, it has tried to hinder the easing of military tension and newly reconciliatory and cooperative attitudes as shown in the summit conference between South and North Korea, which helped to overcome 50 years of separation. The conflict has continued between the U.S. and North Korea since North Korea announced resumption of their nuclear program last October, making peaceful settlement through compromise more difficult. 

The Agreed Framework (Geneva Agreement), achieved through difficult negotiations between North Korea and the U.S in 1994 is almost obsolete because of the resumption of North Korea`s nuclear program, the insincerity of the US in fulfilling its obligations, and continual distrust between the two.  

In addition, there are rumors that North Korea will be the next target after Iraq, and the US will launch a pre-emptive strike by partially bombing nuclear facilities in North Korea as early as June 2003. In reality, the fact that the U.S. has chosen war rather than continuing efforts for a peaceful settlement of problems related to terrorism and weapons of mass destruction raises the possibility of war on the Korean Peninsula.  

However, it is unacceptable that the Korean government plans to send an army to a war in Iraq that has no justification or international support.   

In an address to the nation on March 20, President Roh Moo Hyun stated that considering world opinion, it would be in Korea’s national interests to support the US and prevent the spread of weapons of mass destruction, stressing the importance of the US-South Korea alliance, and other circumstances. We feel this agonized decision was taken in awareness of a future crisis on the Korean Peninsula based on nuclear development in North Korea.

In spite of these things, this decision by the government is one-sided and against public opinion. 

North Korea is not excluded from US’ unilateral strategy for world supremacy, and South Korea`s support for war in Iraq does not guarantee that the US will change their attitude and look for a peaceful alternative to solve the North Korea problem. Even if there is a guarantee, Iraq war should not be supported.

By agreeing to the ideology of pre-emptive strikes through support of the war in Iraq, the possibility is far greater that a future pre-emptive strike will be targeted at North Korea. Citizens and countries around the world trying to prevent a war in Iraq consider it a contradiction to send an army to Iraq while at the same time trying to peacefully resolve the problem of nuclear development in North Korea. Moreover, through this action, there will be no justification to prevent the US from launching a pre-emptive strike against North Korea. 

This is far cry from President Roh Moo Hyun’s declaration that a peaceful settlement exists for every conflict, and it does not fit the goals of the present government to make our country the leader in northeast Asia for peace and prosperity. 

Opposition to terrorism cannot be more terror. 

The flower of peace cannot blossom from revenge or military force. 

 
The way to stop violence, anger, fear and ignorance from inflicting deep scars and pain can be found in the mind, where real peace of mind and understanding of others are pursued by deep reflection. 

Realizing love beyond envy and jealousy, 
Harmony beyond antagonism and competition,
And peace where there is war and struggle, 
The Jungto followers/staff/believers are conducting a special peace meditation prayer for life and peace in order to make a direct connection between peace in our minds and peace throughout the world.
