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Good Friends

 

The Resolution on the Human rights Situation in Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) issued on April 16, 2003 at the 59th Session of the Commission on Human Rights was the result of raising concerns and continuing efforts on the improving the human rights situation in DPRK has resulted United Nations Commission on human rights to draw resolution upon the human rights situation in DPRK.  Good Friends sincerely hopes this resolution to make significant contribution towards improving the inhumane condition of the people in DPRK.
 
Widespread human rights violations, political prisoner's camps, and the inhumane treatment of the forcibly repatriated refugees of DPRK and other life threatening elements are still continuing to date.  However, we should not neglect that the human rights issues do not stop here; the utmost human rights issue for the people of DPRK is the 'Rights to Survival'.  Since for the people who are suffering from hunger and with lack of medicine, the most important issue is the survival itself.  Hence, without the resolution on the food crisis, the changes in social conditions would not mean much to the people of DPRK.

 

Despite the efforts of the international community to improve the food situation in DPRK, there are still urgent demands for humanitarian assistance on food and energy.  However, the prolonging food and economic crisis is causing funding fatigue and added problem of transparency in distribution results the reduction of humanitarian assistance to DPRK.  Thus, the difficulty for the people of DPRK has deepened as ever, since the suspicion on the nuclear issues in DPRK consequently brought about more reduction on food assistance oil supply through KEDO ceased to be provided.  

 

The demands for the improvement and criticism on the human rights situation in DPRK should be made under the assurance of rights to survival.  The human rights issues in DPRK should begin from the rights of survival and expand to assurance for other areas of human rights.  Hence the international community should protect and guarantee the rights of survival through providing humanitarian assistance to DPRK at the same time, making efforts to improve the human rights situation for the people in DPRK.  The humanitarian assistances and conditions for human rights are not separate issues; rather the humanitarian assistances have induced and acted as positive contribution towards opening and social reforms in DPRK. 
. 
Criticism on the human rights situation and denial of the DPRK regime may result as stiffening the relationship between the two Koreas and it could have negative impact on the humanitarian assistance for DPRK.  Albeit, the government of Republic of Korea (ROK) should not remain silent or ignore of the human rights situation in DPRK being only concerned for the improving the cooperation between the two.  The humanitarian assistance and the demands for improvement on human rights situation in DPRK should be dealt separately.

 

The Good Friends recommends the governments of DPRK, ROK and the international community to take measures on the following issues.

 

1. the government of DPRK should respond to the international concerns on the human rights situation in DPRK and show genuine effort to improve the situation.
2. the government of ROK should provide with massive amount humanitarian assistance on food, medicine and energy, together with diplomatic efforts to encourage the international community to support the humanitarian assistance.
3. the international community should support the efforts on improving the human rights situation in DPRK and also expand on humanitarian assistance to relieve food and economic crisis in DPRK.

 


Good Friends sincerely hopes that the resolution on the human rights situation in DPRK would contribute towards actual improvement on the human rights situation of people in DPRK.

 

 

 

 
