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 Reflection on the 25 North Korean Asylum Seekers

Good Friends: Centre for Peace, Human rights and Refugees

Twenty-five of North Korean Asylum seekers who have entered in the Embassy of Spain, have been sent to the third country within less than twenty-four hours.  They have demanded the refugee status and the resettlement in South Korea.  The Chinese government has again neither recognise nor forcibly repatriated the North Korean Asylum Seekers just as they did in Jang Gilsu case in June 2001.

Good Friends do recognise the safe arrival of the North Korean asylum seekers on the South Korean soil, at the same time, the inadequacy on dealing with this case left disappointed. That is, the refugee status, the most significant issue from these people have demanded, has yet again been ignored.  Hence, this phenomenon has high possibility of recurring in the near future.   

The twenty-five North Korean asylum seekers have risked their lives to cross China to survive from the life threatening food crisis that has been prolonging for several years.  These people are the ‘rightful’ refugees and there are several hundred thousand North Korean displaced people who are scattered around China, living in fear and anxiety of being repatriated back to North Korea.  Threats like these put them into further intimidation.  Thus, the North Korean displaced persons hope to obtain the refugee status and to live with more security   Jang Gilsu family and twenty-five asylum seekers in this particular case, represented and had the fate of each person the rest of the North Korean displaced persons, who are scattered around China.

The root cause for the continuing flow of refugees is the unresolved food crisis.  Both Chinese and North Korean government refuse to recognise the displaced North Koreans as the refugees. However, there is no concrete solution for the flow of refugees from North Korea other than to relieve the food shortage first and foremost.  With the collaboration from the governments and the international community, the resolution of the food shortage in North Korea would be relatively simple.  Recovery of the North Korean economy and appeasement of the political oppression would create better environment for the displaced persons to settle back in their own homes.

The issue of the North Korean “refugee” should not be dealt in a band-aid solution as it was dealt in this incident with twenty-five asylum seekers.  The band-aid solution is only valid for the selected few, while the great majority would continue to suffer in despair. It is our responsibility to create a more humane society for these margianalised persons.
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