Understanding and Responses of the North Koreans on the Social and Economic Condition of  North Korea
Introduction
 
 

1. Objectives  
□ It is the first research of its kind, to conduct the perspectives on the unification across the peninsula since the fifty five years of division.  

 

□ The Korean peninsula is the last surviving remains of the Cold war and fortunately there are unprecedented mood for the  reconciliation.  The Inter-Korean Summit has significant merit as a gesture for the Reconciliation.

 

□ Both Korean Societies have experienced ideological conflicts for extended period of time hence, there are difficulties for the reconciliation and ultimately the unification.

 

□ At this point in time, it is imperative to know the public perspectives of the unifications and other related issues of the to find out the process required in order to elevate the exchanges that would encourage the reconciliation.

 

□ In reality, it is impossible to have a direct access to the North Korean public as samples for the research, hence, the samples were found from the North Korean Refugees who were in China.

  

2. Contents of the Research
□ Evaluation and the Attitude towards South Korean Aid to North Korea

   - General attitudes toward South Korean Aid to North Korea

   - Evaluation of the current aid programs to North Korea

 

   □ Perspectives on the North Korean Society

   - Most Distinguished Characteristics between the North and the South

   - Advances of the South Korean society

   - Advances of the North Korean society

 

   □ Perspectives on the Unification

   - Desire for the Unification

   - Reasons for desiring the unification

   - Obstacles on the way of unification

 

   □ Prospects and Issues Towards the Unification

           - Likely time frame for the unification to happen 

            - Advantages when the unification is realised as a natio

            - Advantages when the unification is realised as individuals

   - Problems may arise between the North and South Koreans

   - Urgent issues to be resolved before the unification

   - Exchanges that would encourage the unification

   - Efforts proceeded by the South Korean Government for the unification

   - Efforts proceeded by the North Korean Government for the unification

 

□ Categories for the statistics

   - Regions, Gender, Age, Vocations, Qualifications

 

 

3. Construction of the Research
  3―1. South Koreans   

	① Regions
	  ○ Nationwide

	② Samples
	  ○ Males and Females of 20yrs or older

	③ Size of the Samples
	  ○ Valid Samples : 500 

  ○ maximum allowable error in 95% reliablity ±4.38%

	④ Selection of  the Samples
	  ○ Random Sampling

    

	⑤ Methodology
	  ○ Telephone Interview Research

	⑥ Period
	  ○ 2000. 5. 4.

	⑦ Conducted  Organisation
	  ○ Intel Researches Ltd.


 

 
3 - 2. North Koreans (First Research)
	① Region
	  ○ Yanban ethnic Korean Autonomous region- Gilin-sheng, Shen-yang si (Liao ning sheng), Ning-an si (Heilongjiang sheng)

	② Samples
	  ○ North Korean Refugees in China who are 20 years or over. 

	③ Size of the Samples
	  ○ Valid Samples: 506 samples 

  ○ maximum allowable error in 95% reliablity ±4.36%

	④ Selection of the Samples 
	  ○ Convenience Sampling

	⑤ Methodology
	  ○ Direct Interview Research

  ○ Interviewers have either invited refugees to the safe place or they paid a visit the place where the refugees have chosen to go to.  

	⑥ Period 
	  ○ 2000. 1. 18 ~ 2000. 3. 13

	⑦ Conducted  Organisation
	  ○ Good Friends: Centre for Peace, Human Rights  and Refugees  


 
  3―3. North Koreans (Second Research)
	① Region
	  ○ Yanban Ethnic Korean Autonomous region (Gilin-sheng), Shen-yang si (Liao-ning sheng), Ning-an si (Heilongjiang sheng)

	② Samples
	  ○ North Korean Refugees in China who are 20 years or over. 

	③ Size of the Samples
	  ○ Valid Samples: 521 samples 

  ○ maximum allowable error in 95% reliablity ±4.29%

	④ Selection of the Samples 
	  ○ Convenience Sampling

	⑤ Methodology
	  ○ Direct Interview Research

  ○ Interviewers have either invited refugees to the safe place or they paid a visit the place where the refugees have chosen to go to.  

	⑥ Period 
	  ○ 2000. 2. 26 ~ 2000. 3. 31

	⑦ Conducted  Organisation
	  ○ Good Friends: Centre for Peace, Human Rights  and Refugees  


        *The samples in the first and the second research are not repeated.
 

  

3―4. Changes in the Construction of the Questionnaire for the North Koreans
Questionnaires were conducted twice for the North Korean samples.  The first phase was conducted from January 18th 2000 to March 13 2000 and the second phase was conducted February 26th 2000 to March 31st 2000.  Changes were made due to identifying a few issues during the course of the research hence the second phase was developed.  Hence, there were 506 samples in the first research and 521 samples in the second. There maybe some differences in the bases due to repetition of categories in some while some others were taken out in each phases.

  

 

4. Limitations of the Research
□ This research was designed to compare the perspectives on the unification of the North and South Korean public, however, it is impossible to access the North Korean public directly.  Thus,  the samples were chosen from the North Korean Refugees in China

 

 

□ In addition, through interviewing the North Korean Refugees in China, many of them were experiencing extreme changes in their discourse, particularly their perspectives of South and North Korea. 

 

 

5. General Characteristics of the South Korean Samples
  5―1. Regions
	Regions
	Cases
	Ratio (%)

	    1. Seoul
	113
	22.6

	    2. Pusan
	 41
	 8.2

	    3. Taegu
	 27
	 5.4

	    4. Inchon
	 25
	 5.0

	    5. Kwangju
	 14
	 2.8

	    6. Taejun
	 14
	 2.8

	    7. Ulsan
	 10
	 2.0

	    8. Kyonggi
	 92
	18.4

	    9. Kangwon
	 18
	 3.6

	   10. Nth. Chungchung
	 16
	 3.2

	   11. Sth. Chungchung
	 20
	 4.0

	   12. Nth. Chunla
	 21
	 4.2

	   13. Sth. Chunla
	 23
	 4.6

	   14. Nth. Kyongsang
	 30
	 6.0

	   15. Sth. Kyongsang
	 31
	 6.2

	   16. Cheju
	  5
	 1.0

	   Total
	500
	100.0%


 
 5―2. Gender
	Gender
	Cases
	Ratio(%)

	           1. Male
	247
	49.4

	           2. Female
	253
	50.6

	              Total
	500
	100.0%


 

 
 5―3. Age
	Age
	Cases
	Ratio (%)

	1.  20 ~ 29 yrs
	123
	24.6

	2. 30 ~ 39 yrs
	139
	27.8

	3. 40 ~ 49 yrs
	103
	20.6

	4. 50 ~ 59 yrs
	 66
	13.2

	5.  More than 60yrs
	 69
	13.8

	Total
	500
	100.0%


 5―4. Vocations
	Vocations
	Cases
	Ratio(%)

	    1. Professionals
	103
	20.6

	    2. Manual labours
	 30
	 6.0

	    3. House-keepers
	196
	39.2

	    4. Business
	 84
	16.8

	    5. University Students
	 26
	 5.2

	    6. Farmers
	 15
	 3.0

	    7. Unemplyed/ Others
	 46
	 9.2

	    Total
	500
	100.0%


 

 
 5―5. Qualifications
	Qualifications
	Cases
	Ratio(%)

	   1.  Lower than Highschool
	107
	21.4

	   2. Highschool
	205
	41.0

	   3. College (Attending)
	 30
	 6.0

	   4. Higher than College
	158
	31.6

	   Total
	500
	100.0%


 

 
6. General Characteristics of North Korean Samples
6-1. Region (Hometowns)
	Regions
	1st Research
	2nd Research

	
	Cases
	Rates(%)
	Cases
	Rates(%)

	1. Nth. Hamkyong
	315
	62.3 
	314
	60.3 

	2. Sth. Hamkyong
	97
	19.2 
	93
	17.9 

	  3. Jagang
	7
	 1.4 
	8
	1.5 

	  4. Ryanggang
	 21
	 4.2 
	47
	9.0 

	  5. Nth. Pyongan
	 10
	 2.0 
	4
	0.8 

	  6. Sth. Pyongan
	  8
	 1.6 
	11
	2.1 

	  7. Nth. Hwanghae
	-
	-
	2
	0.4 

	  8. Sth. Hwanghae
	13
	 2.6 
	18
	3.5 

	  9. Kangwon
	30
	 5.9 
	18
	3.5 

	 10. Pyongyang
	 2
	 0.4 
	4
	0.8 

	 11. Gaesung
	-
	-
	2
	0.4 

	 12. Nampo
	 3
	 0.6 
	-
	-

	     Total
	506
	100.0% 
	521
	100.0% 


 

 

6-2. Gender
	Gender
	1st Research
	2nd Research

	
	Cases
	Ratio (%)
	Cases
	Ratio(%)

	   1. Male
	206
	40.7
	201
	38.6

	   2. Female
	299
	59.1
	320
	61.4

	   3. No responses
	  1
	 0.2
	-
	-

	     Total
	506
	100.0%
	521
	100.0%


 

 
 6―3. Ages
	Ages
	1st Research
	2nd Research

	
	Cases
	Ratio (%)
	Cases
	Ratio (%)

	   1. 10 ~ 19 yrs
	  1
	 0.2
	-
	-

	   2. 20 ~ 29 yrs
	124
	24.5
	107
	20.5

	   3. 30 ~ 39 yrs
	168
	33.2
	191
	36.7

	   4. 40 ~ 49 yrs
	151
	29.8
	167
	32.1

	 5. More than 50 yrs
	 61
	12.1
	 56
	10.7

	   6. No Response
	  1
	 0.2
	-
	-

	      Total
	506
	100.0%
	521
	100.0%


 

 
 6―4. Vocations
	Vocations
	1st Research
	2nd Research

	
	Cases
	Ratio (%)
	Cases
	Ratio(%)

	  1. Manual Labours
	256
	50.6
	251
	48.2

	  2. Administration
	102
	20.2
	 92
	17.6

	  3. Farmers
	 69
	13.6
	 46
	 8.8

	  4. Service Industry
	 23
	 4.5
	 80
	15.3

	  5. Unemployed
	 19
	 3.8
	 26
	 5.0

	  6. Others
	 34
	 6.7
	 26
	 5.0

	  7. No response 
	  3
	 0.6
	-
	-

	    Total
	506
	100.0%
	521
	100.0%


 6-5. Qualifications
	Qualifications
	1st Research            
	2nd Research

	
	Cases
	Ratio (%)
	Cases
	Ratio(%)

	  1. Lower than

     Primary school
	  7
	 1.4
	 20
	 3.8

	  2. Highschool
	446
	88.1
	388
	74.5

	  3. University
	 53
	10.5
	113
	21.7

	     Total
	506
	100.0%
	521
	100.0%


 

 
6-6. No. of Crossing the Border (River)
	Numbers
	1st Research
	2nd Research

	
	Cases
	Rates
	Cases
	Ratio(%)

	     1. Once
	382
	75.5
	384
	73.7

	     2. Twice
	 84
	16.6
	 93
	17.9

	     3. Third
	 30
	 5.9
	 18
	 3.5

	     4. Fourth
	  1
	 0.2
	  4
	 0.8

	     5. No Response
	  9
	 1.8
	 22
	 4.2

	        Total
	506
	100.0%
	521
	100.0%


 6-7. Return to North Korea
	Opinions
	1st Research
	2nd Research

	
	Cases
	Ratio(%)
	Cases
	Ratio(%)

	     1. Likely
	363
	71.7
	-
	-

	     2. UnIikely
	143
	28.3
	-
	-

	        Total
	506
	100.0%
	521
	100.0%


          *This question was not asked in the second phase of the research
         
6-8. Government Officials
	 
	1st Reseach
	2nd Research

	
	Cases
	Ratio(%)
	Cases
	Ratio(%)

	     1. Officials
	-
	-
	 71
	13.6

	     2. Non-Officials
	-
	-
	415
	79.7

	     3. No Response
	-
	-
	 35
	 6.7

	        Total
	506
	100.0%
	521
	100.0%


          * This research was not asked in the first phase of the research
 
   1. Evaluation and the Attitudes toward South Korean Aid to North Korea 
    1―1. General Discourse on the aid to North Korea
          ▶Should be supported 
           = 38.4% (South Koreans) : 58.3% (North Koreans)
 

□ When the South Koreans were asked their perspectives on the aid to North Korea where there are serious shortage of food and other necessities, a high percentage of 38.4% have said that it should be supported.  On the other hand, 25% have replied that there is no need to support North Korea and 35% of others said that they do not care either way.  From the results, apparently most of the people were not concerned much about the aid to the North.

  
 

□ The North Koreans were asked their thoughts on the aid from the South, 58.3% of them replied that it should be done so, 23.3% have said that the South Koreans do not have the responsibility to support the North. While 17.6% have said that they do not care either way.  Particularly 70.5% of the people who were over 50 years or more have agreed that the South Korean aid should be provided to the North.

 

 

    1―2. Evaluation of the Current Aid Program to North Korea
          ▶Satisfactory = 38.8% (South Koreans) : 48.8% (North Koreans)
 
□  When the South Koreans were asked to evaluate the current aid program to North Korea, 38.8% of the people have said it is appropriate and only 14.2% have said that it should not be supported at all.  16.6% replied that the current program is not enough - that more aid should be given to North Korea.  As a result, 1/3 of them were quite content with the current program and 16.6% of them want there should be more aid.

 

□ When the  North Koreans were asked whether they were satisfied with the current aid program from South Korea, 48.8% of them said they were contented while 20.3% were discontented.  The rate of satisfaction was higher with the younger generations.
 
 
 2. Perspectives on North Korea 
    2―1. Most Distinguished Characteristics between North and South Korea
 
          ▶ South Koreans: 'Economical Aspect 41.6%
          ▶ North Koreans: 'Capitalism in the South' 40.7%, 
                            'Communism in the North' 39.7%
 

   □ 41.6% of the South Koreans responded that the most distinguished characteristics between the North and the South were the highest rate was the economical aspect, where South Korean Economy is far more developed than the North Korean then the 35.4% have responded that the South is an open society whereas North Korea is a closed society.  21.8% of have said that the South Korean is Individualistic while North Korea is Totalitarian.  Hence, samples have responded on the social and economical aspect rather than the system. 
 

   □ Although 40.7% and 39.7% of the North Koreans have responded on the   systematic issues of both societies.
 

 

2―2. Advances of South Korea in Comparison with North Korea
        ▶ Both North and South have responded on the Economic Advance
 

   □ When the South Koreans were asked to respond on the advanced characteristics of the  South, in comparison with the North, 49.4% of the respondents said the economic advance is the most advanced characteristic of South Korea then the 36.6% said free and the openness of the society and the 6% have responded on the ethnic pride.
 

   □ Almost a half, 47%, of the North Koreans also have responded economic advance as  the most advanced characteristics of South Korea followed by 24.1% saying that  the natural resources such as fields, 15.6% responded democracy and being the free society.  Both the North and South Koreans have chose economic advance of South Koreans as the most advanced characteristics.

 
 
 2―3. Advances of North Korea in Comparison with South Korea 
          ▶South Koreans: Millitary (41.6%) & 'Juche' Ideology (27%) 
          ▶North Koreans: Natural Resources(38.9%) & Social Welfare (24.5%)
 

   

   □ When the South Koreans were asked about the most advanced features of North Korea when compared with the South, 31.4% have responded military as the most advanced feature followed by 27% responding juche ideology, natural resources 24.2%, cooperative human resources 11% and 3.8% responded free education·medical care·central distribution system.

 

□ 38.9% of the North Koreans have indicated that the natural resources (mineral & tourism) followed by the 24.5% indicating social welfare system such as free education and medical care, 12.5% Military,12.5% human resources and 6.7% have responded political ideology, system and control.  Hence it could be said that while the South Koreans think that millitary and juche ideology is the advanced aspect whereas the North Koreans think that the natural resources are better than the South Koreans
  
3. Perspectives on the Unification
3-1. Desires for Unification

     ▶ Both  the North and the South Koreans desire unification,  98.9% of the North              Koreans have agreed.

 

□ South Koreans were asked "whether they wish unification to be realised". The result showed that most of them, 83.4% agreed while only 14.6% of them answered they do not. The desire for the unification, therefore, turned out to be very high.

 

   □ While almost all of 98.9% North Koreans answered they want unification and none of them stand against it. North Korean people appear to have more desire for unification.

 

 

3-2. The Reasons for the  Unification should be realised

 

    ▶ South Koreans: 'One Ethnicity, Same Blood'(48.9%)

    ▶ North Koreans: For the growth of the nation(42.9%)

                      and 'One Ethnicity, Same Blood' (39.5%).

 

   □ 48.9% of the South Koreans replied that 'One Ethnicity, Same Blood' was the reason  for a half of the people, the development of politics and economy was 22.1%,  living without fear of war 15.1% and the reunion of the separated families (10.3%).

 

 

 □ North Koreans regarded the development of politics and economy as the foremost reason (42.9%), then the 'One Ethnicity, Same Blood' (39.5%) and improvement in the living standard(10.9%).

 

3-3. The Obstacles for the  Unification

 

     ▶  South Koreans: differences in ideologies and social systems (35.4%).

     ▶  North Koreans: competition of the arms between North and South  Koreas(34.4%).
□ On the obstacles on the way for the unification, 35.4% of the South Koreans replied  the differences in ideologies and social systems, the intervention of neighbor countries were 21.2%, lack of will of the North and South Korean leaders were 18.2% and 15.4% of them responded lack of discussion and cultural interchanges. From the result, only a third have answered the difference of ideologies and social systems as the major obstacle while the intervention from the neighboring nations and lack will in North and South Korean leaders were unexpectedly supported by quite many.

 

□ On the other hand 34.4% of the North Koreans replied that the competition of arms, lack of  will in the North and South Korean leaders were 26.4%, the intervention of neighbor nations were 16.6% and the 11.4% responded different ideologies and social systems and 9% have answered as lack of conversations and cultural interchanges. According to the result, North Koreans mainly pointed out the competition of arms and lack of will in the  leaders while South Koreans mentioned the fundamental causes such as the differences of ideologies and social systems.

 

 
4. Prospects and Issues for the Unification
4-1. Anticipated Time Frame for the Unification

 

     ▶ South Koreans : 58.4% responded within 10 years

     ▶ North Koreans : 64.4% responded within 30 years

 

 □ 38.8% have replied the unification would be realised within 10years was the most among the answers  16.4% predicted within 30years, 12.6% said within 5years and 7% indicated within 3 years. From the result, it appeared that many think the unification could be realised quite soon,  with the effect of the Inter-Korean Summit. But one in ten people think that the unification would not be realised at all.

 

 

□ 64.4% of the North Koreans replied, the unification will be realised within 30 years, followed by 20.2% saying  within 10years, then 11.5% said within 50years is the likely time frame for the unification. According to the result, 58.4% of the South Koreans replied the Unification will be realised within 10years while only 21.3% of the North Koreans responded in same manner.  Although the research with the North Koreans was conducted before the announcement of the Inter-Korean Summit, while the South Koreans are much influenced by the mood for reconciliation after the announcement of the Inter-Korean Summit. Hence, the South Koreans anticipate the unification shall be realised sooner than the North Koreans. 

 

 

4-2. Advantages obtained from the Unification as Nations
     ▶ Both have pointed on the 'Progress as a Nation'

 

   □ When the advantages of unification were asked to South Koreans, almost a half of them, 53.6%, responded that they would progress as a nation notably in the aspect of the politics and economy. Less intervention from other nations were 24%, and the 21% said the security of the Northeast Asia will be stabilized. Thus, a half of the South Koreans think that national growth and development of the politics and economy would be achieved through the unification. 

 

□ 87.9% North Koreans responded progress as a nation in the aspects of politics and the economy was the key advantages from the unification.  7.1% said the security in the Northeast Asia would be stabilised and the 4.6% replied that there would be less intervention from other nations. Therefore, both anticipate political and economic growths through unification, the North Koreans replies show they have extremely high expectation.

 

 

4-3. Advantages Obtained from Unification as Individuals
     ▶South Korean : Living without fear of war (35.8%)

     ▶North Korean : Improvement in living standard (44%)

 

   □ 35.8% of South Koreans have answered living without fear of war, free access to North Korea was 28.6%, then the 25.4% said the union of the separated families and 8.8% said improvements in living standard.

 

 

□ Meanwhile, 44% of the North Koreans chose the improvement in living standard as the first benefit, 31.3% have said living without fear of war, the union of the separated families were 15.2%, and 6.4% said the opportunity for individuals' abilities and development would be given.

 

 

4-4. Anticipated Difficulties after the Unification
     ▶South Korea : Differences in the Ideologies (37.6%) and 

                     Economical Disparities (36%)

     ▶North Korea : Economical Disparities (56.4%) and 

                      Difference in the Ideologies (42.4%)

 

□ 37.6% of the South Koreans answered differences in the ideologies and the discourse as the most anticipated difficulties after the unification.  36% of them said the economic disparity as the next and 24.4% pointed to the different life-style and the language problem.

 

  □ The majority, 56.4% of the North Koreans answered the economic disparity as the key difficulty, then the 42.4% said the differences in the ideologies and the discourse but not considering the problems with language or lifestyle as problems.

 

 

4-5. Urgent Issues that Needs to be Resolved Before the Unification
     ▶South Korea : Economic Exchanges(34.1%)

     ▶North Korea : Withdrawal of U.S. army(66.1%)

 

□ Over 1/3, 34.6% of the respondents said the economic exchanges was the prime issue and then 29.2% have pointed the peace treaty followed by 23.4% saying non-governmental exchange, 7.8% of them replying the withdrawal of U.S army and 4.4% of them said the disarmament.

 

□ Over 2/3, 66.1% of them pointed the withdrawal of U.S. army was the prime issue to be resolved. 15.7% of them said disarmament, and the 9% said the peace treaty, non-governmental exchanges as 5.2% have said, and the 3.8% of them said economic exchanges. Hence the major differences were shown in this case.

 

4-6. Exchanges that would Encourage the Unification
     ▶ South Koreans : the union of the separated families (38.6%)

     ▶ North Koreans : economic cooperation(56.2%)

 

   □ 38.6% of them picked the union of separated families then 29.6% said the economic cooperations followed by the 13% said the sports and cultural exchanges, 11.2% said the Media and Communication and 6.8% being allowed to visit each other.

 

□ On the other hand, 56.2% of North Koreans answered economic cooperation is the most pressing issue, then the union of the separated families were 21.5%, 15.5% replied that it should be allowed to visit each other and exchanges of media and communication was only 4.2% , which reflects the economic  hardships in from the high demand of economic cooperation these days.
4-7. Efforts Proceeded by the South Korean Government for the Unification
    ▶ South Korea : An Effort to have Dialogues with North Korea (76%)

    ▶ North Korea : Financial Aid and Support (50.6%)

 

□ South Koreans were asked what efforts is South Korean government is proceeding for the unification and were permitted them to give duplicate answers. 76% of them answered a South-North dialogue and peace negotiations, 64.2% said financial aid and support. 46.2% answered tourism development and non-governmental exchange, 7.8% of them responded increasing arms and U.S. army cooperation, and 3.6% assimilating unification.

 

□ 50.6% of the North Koreans answered financial aid and support as major efforts, then 17.4% responded depending on U.S for the unification followed by 11.3% saying sunshine policy and 6.9% responding South-North dialogue and peace negotiations.

 

 

4-8.Efforts Proceeded by the North Korean Government for the Unification
     ▶ South Korea : Economic exchange (36.8%) and Peace talks (34.4%)

     ▶ North Korea : Expansion of the military force: Preparation for War (58.1%)

 

   □ South Koreans answered that the effort of North Korean government is economic interchange and trail for North-South contact (36.8%) then, peace talks like South-North dialogue and North- U.S. dialogue(34.4%). They also pointed out the exclusion of U.S. influence like withdrawal of U.S. army(18%) and expansion of military force and trial of armed unification(8.6%).

 

   □ 58.1% of the North Korean said the expansion of military force and preparation for war, with 29.1% saying Efforts to realise South-North dialogue and North-U.S. dialogue. 8.5% responded  withdrawal of U.S. army, which reveals that the North Koreans think their government still tries expand armed force and this is the difference between the North and the South.

 
 
 
