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1. The Current Economic Situation 

 At present, 90% of North Korea's industry is at a standstill. Only munitions factories and a few others are still operating. North Korean residents are getting by using supplies made over the last 20 years; there are hardly any new products being made in North Korea today. 90% of the products being sold on the market today are made in China. 

There is very little electricity available, very little tap water, no heated rooms, no medicines, hospitals are mostly non-functional, and hardly any classes are being held in the schools. It is as if all aspects of life have gone back 100 years. However, buildings made in the past (houses, schools, hospitals, and the like) are still in fine condition, there exists a powerful military which is well-armed, and the government is firmly in control of the country -- the situation is much different than in recent famines in Africa. If one were not able to carefully inspect the interior of the country, it would be difficult to believe that several million people are dying of starvation and malnutrition. 

Little can be grown because of the lack of seeds, fertilizer, chemical inputs, and plastic sheeting, and there is no food for people to eat so they have no strength to work. People are not eager to work on the cooperate farms because they don't expect to receive the fruits of their labor. There is no agricultural equipment, and cow carts are the only form of working transportation. There are no trees on the mountains, so the damage is all the greater when there is a drought or flood. Even when people try to raise their crops they cannot do so, so many just give up. Crops are stolen before they can be harvested, and what little remains is taken away first by the military. The leftover is not enough for farm workers; there is nothing left to distribute to urban factory workers. This disastrous cycle is just getting worse and worse. 

  
2. The Current Political Situation 
  

At present the North Korean government is in an emergency wartime operational mode. All items, no matter what they are, are used for national defense and the preservation of the current system. This is the mode of operation of any country that is at war; therefore, I don't view the North Korean situation as different or special in that respect. They are focusing all their energy on how to preserve the system. Viewed from the international community's perspective - from the so called 'normal' state of affairs - we cannot but view the North Koreans who focus all of their energies in this way, in their policies and in their actions, as a strange group of people. On the other hand, from their perspective, obtaining nuclear capabilities is a matter of the highest priority, and self-survival is assured only by having missiles and the ability to threaten the U.S. and Japan. Moreover, the income obtained from selling missiles is seen as necessary for the survival of the state. North Korean authorities are assuring their citizens that the current crisis will be under control in 2 or 3 years, and that the people just need to bear with the situation in the meantime. The authorities tell the people that the current situation is a "March of Hardships" that must be endured to protect their country from U.S and South Korea -  a march similar to that undertaken by Kim Ilsung during the period of Japanese colonization. In this context, people who protest or complain are treated as if their actions and words are destroying the nation; if their complaints are overheard they might be condemned to death. North Korean citizens may be harboring thoughts of protest but they are enduring the current hardship for the sake of their country and maintain their silence out of fear. 
  

3. General Comments About the Current Situation: 
  

3.1 This year's harvest is estimated to be 1.9 mil tons. Floods in Kaesong, South Pyongang, South Hamgyong and low temperatures in South & North Hamgyong seriously affected the harvest. Very little food, medicine, clothing and fuel remain. Adolescents, young adults, farm workers, soldiers as well as the previously documented elderly and young children are starving and dying of starvation-related diseases. 

3.2 Without foreign assistance economic recovery is impossible, and becomes more difficult with time. 

3.3 The common people are involved only in activities of self-survival: they don't go to work in the factories, are not working much on the cooperative farms, and steal to live. 

3.4 Popular unrest is increasing, as is the number of defectors to China. 

3.5 The military is strong and well-armed. Regional government infrastructure is functioning well, as is the system of mutual surveillance [whereby dissenters would be apprehended and dealt with as outlined above]. 

3.6 The people have been loyal to the state and party for the last 50 years. Even if they are upset with the current state of affairs, it is not easy for them to think of protesting. 

3.7 North Korea will only become more bellicose if it feels it is being cornered and pressured by an international community that treats it as a threat. 
  

4. Future Scenarios (4 possibilities) 
  

4.1 In case that the current situation continues for 2 to 3 years. 

a) Intent only on preserving the status quo, North Korea does not open or undertake reform. The international community ossifies this situation by continuing to deal with North Korea with a stick (pressure) -and-carrot (aid) approach. 

b) In this scenario, more than 3 million people will starve to death within the next 3 years. There will be no way to stop large-scale death. 

4.2 In case that the common people begin to riot out of absolute desperation. 

a) A wholesale slaughter of the common people would take place, and the refugee population would skyrocket, with hundreds of thousand fleeing across the northern border into China. 

b) In this case, the tension between South and North Korea would escalate, as would the tension between China and North Korea. The international community would criticize North Korea for its human rights violations, and public opinions on the aid to North Korea would be further divided. Criticism of China's refugee policy on refugees would add to the tension in Northeast Asia. 

4.3 In case that the riot become strong enough to threaten the regime. 

a) War would break out because of the disruption in social order and danger of total collapse, results of internal revolt and killings by the authorities. North Korea will not just set down its many weapons and military and collapse in the manner of the Soviet Union. They are already in a wartime state. 

b) In the scenario, North and South Korea, the U.S. forces stationed in Korea and even Japan would sustain heavy casualties. 

4.4 In case that a change of leadership by coup occurs, carried out by people protesting the prospect of war (initiated by the current regime to prevent the collapse of the system). 

a) In this case, the new leadership would engage in large-scale reforms in order to establish its legitimacy. These reforms will follow the example of early Chinese reforms. China will be the first to recognize the new North Korean government and will give large amounts of aid (food and energy). The new leadership will owe its continued existence to this aid from China, and will come to reside within the Chinese sphere of influence. 

b) As a result, the division of the peninsula will become more permanent, and tension in the region will continue to exist into the future. Chinese influence over Korean affairs would quickly expand; it would not allow Korea to be unified as far as US forces continue to be stationed. Tension between South and North would be alleviated but it will continue for a long time. 
  

5. Thus, to stop these tragedies (because any of the events unfold in the context of the above scenarios do not bode well for the future.) : 
  

5.1 More than 2 million tons of food aid should be given immediately and unconditionally. If that is done, large-scale death from starvation can be prevented, sources of societal instability can be reduced, and a massive refugee situation can be avoided. 

5.2 Friendly relations between North Korea and the United States, and North Korea and Japan should be pursued; a peace accord should be agreed upon; and economic sanctions should be lifted so that the current regime in North Korea is recognized and allowed to exist for the time being. In that way, North Korea's hard-line stance can be softened and the danger of war can be stopped. 

5.3 Economic revitalization and greater industrial production should be induced by financial support from organizations such as the IMF and IBRD. If this happens, emergency aid can be terminated in a short time, and North Korea will be able to solve its own problems by itself. 

5.4 There should be dialogue, exchange, and aid given between South Korea and North Korea. Reform and opening in North Korea will gradually take place, and it will be able to participate as a member of the international community. 

5.5 Building on such measures as North Korea's joining the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and missile talks, mutual military reductions should be carried out. In that way peace and a balance of power in Northeast Asia can be maintained. 

If the North Korean leadership is able to take part in this series of events it will remain in power; if not, there will be a change of leadership from within. This change of leadership will not, however, be followed by societal collapse, war, or the adoption of pro-Chinese policies. It will beckon peace and the reduction of tension on the Korean Peninsula, and will pave the way for national reunification. On the other hand, the confrontational tactics pursued by the right wing in the U.S., Japan, and South Korea in response to North Korea's brinkmanship diplomacy does nothing for, and brings only harm upon, humanitarian efforts, peace in Northeast Asia, and U.S. national interests. It is a mistake to act out of only humanitarian interests, but pursuing a path of political confrontation is also unacceptable. Put simply, aid to North Korea is necessary not only from a humanitarian perspective, but also from a political one. 

  
6. Under the current situation, I believe that aid to North Korea : 

  
6.1 is in accordance with my religious convictions; 

6.2 is in the interest of the majority of the North Korean people; 

6.3 is vital to the reconciliation and reunification of north and south Korea; 

6.4 contributes to peace in Northeast Asia and peace in the world; 

6.5 is in the interests of the authorities in the North Korean and South Korean, American, Japanese, and Chinese governments; 

6.6 serves as a good example of the proper direction for human history in the 21st century. 

The current situation is not such that some will win and some will lose. If one takes a good look, it is clear that this is the best way for all. 
  

7. Reconciliation and Unification of Korean Peninsula Must Be Pursued Through Positive Aid to North Korea. 
  

Developing successful policy for Korean reconciliation and unification requires strength and commitment from a strong leadership. The leadership must reflect the will of the Korean people, and it must achieve legitimacy before the international community. The people of South Korea and North Korea have been brainwashed by different ideologies for the past 50 years; they will not be able to achieve reconciliation or reunification in a singly day. Thus, the role of a new leader of South Korea will be indispensable in leading the people to these goals. This new leader of 70 million people must not ignore the pain and tears of 20 mil people in NK. No responsibility should be avoided; appeals for support can be made to neighboring countries. If we lose the opportunity for change that stands before us now, another tragedy is sure to occur. On the other hand, a pioneer's vision followed by practical commitment can bring about an historic change. 

  

- The End –
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