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I. Foreword

This report was drawn from the observation of the second periodic report of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea based primarily upon the various independent researches conducted by Good Friends: Centre for Peace, Human Rights and Refugees from the period from 1998 to 2000 with North Korean Refugees in China.        

The resolution on the North Korean human rights issues at the 59th Session of Commission for Human Rights has started to raise the issues for the human rights issues in Democratic Republic of Korea (DPRK). It is our sincere hope that this emerging interest will encourage improving the situation for the human rights situation for DPRK. 

II. Introduction

Emerging concerns over North Korean human rights raise the issues of inability to address the human rights concerns for the majority of the North Korean public.  It is true that the Gulag and other civil and political violations are grave concern in North Korean human rights; however, the human rights violations with the majority of the North Korean population have been overlooked thus far.  Prolonging of the economic crisis, and unresolved humanitarian crisis is the threatening the lives of the most North Koreans and this is the foremost and immediate task to be resolved.    

The foremost priority in should be given to guaranteeing the right to food for the survival of the North Korean people.  It is imperative that one should priorities based on the reality of North Korea when advocating North Korean people for the improvement of their human rights, in the best interest of the majority of North Korean people.  Good Friends, has monitored the human rights situation in North Korea under these awareness and the guidelines from the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR).     

III. Article 6. Right to work and 
Article 7. Right to a just and favorable conditions of work 
i) Industrial foundation has been paralysed and the Public Distribution System (PDS) has been abolished. 

The food shortage was the result from the economic crisis.  From the early 1990s, North Korea was experiencing crisis for food, foreign currency and energy, thus, the deficiency of raw materials and electricity reduced the operation of factories and the machineries at the factories were sold in exchange for cheap food in China.  From the July 1st 2002, since the announcement of the major economy reform, the PDS system was officially abolished and the absolute food shortage at the food distribution centre lost its function.  Rice became a luxurious item so the food distribution for the marginalised can only be ensured if there are no humanitarian assistance from the international community and certain reformation of the North Korean Agricultural system. 

ii) The only means to survival is the trade at the markets and produces from an individual plot
Rather than paying the workers with food and other materials, the government was promised to pay the monetary compensation to workers.  Due to lack of fund, factories and other commercial facilities cannot pay their workers.  The PDS has been abolished, but there are not much of differences for the most of the North Koreans. Food on the table is either from the market at their own expense or the produce from their individual plots.  Even with proper wage, one could only get approximately ten kilograms of rice – but it is rare to find workers who get promised monetary compensation.  People in the remote areas are left their own devices to produce their own food and/or trade in the market places to buy some food. 

iii) Cooperative Farms and agricultural reform should take place in order to resolve food shortage.
Since all the produce from the cooperative farms do not belong to farmers thereby de-motivating the farmers to put the efforts to produce more.   The priority always goes to the military and officials, thus, the production rate could not reach its full potential under the current cooperative farming system.  Little plots of land that was given to individuals for their own use - these are found in the most hills and remote areas or wasted land.   These plots are being irrigated despite whatever the difficulties there may be. Also produces are protected as their own lives, hence, the production rate is about three to five times higher than the fertile cooperative farms.  Reformation of the Juche techniques for cultivation and the cooperative farming system is urgently needed.

iv) Rights to transport and trade should be guaranteed.

Small trade in the market places is the only means of survival for many North Koreans already so the trading should be legalised for everyone in North Korea.  Also people should be able to transport and travel as they wish, particularly when they have to travel for the trading purpose - people’s struggle to survive should be recognised and provide a workable environment for them.  Hence, the ‘travel pass’ policy violates marginalises the people of North Korea even further.   

The authority is trying to control the illegal activities, but the briberies and backyard deal often takes place to avoid the petrol.  Theft and robbery are increasing since there is lack of policing and people take the criminal activity as a mean to survive.   

IV.  Article 8. Right to form and join a trade union 
i) Forced to join and be active in the trade union 

As it was mentioned in the Addendum of the Implementation of the ICESCR the North Korean government indicated that there are two trade unions, that is, General Federation of Trade Unions of Korea (GFTUK) and the Union of Agricultural Working People of Korea (UAWPK).  The trade unions in these cases are not voluntary bases, rather, forced as strict rules as to utter what they have been doing in public (Chong-hwa), ideology studies and lectures. Hence, these unions are used as the re-education purpose and it is mandatory that everyone participate in that.  North Koreans demand that there should be less control from the state. 

V. Article 10. Family Protection
i) Acute increase of death of members of the family, and higher infant and elderly mortality rate.
Good Friends have conducted independent research with the 1,694 north korean refugees in China
, during the period between 1995 to 1998 when the famine was at its peak, 29.7% of their members of family have died
 creating approximately 3,500,000 death due to famine
 38.5% of children under ten years of age have died and 79.5% of elderly people have died
. Gathering from the samples, children and elderly people are marking 63.5%
, thus, we could assume that the most hard-hit victims of the famine.  This is a plain case to show that the rights of powerless groups in North Korea are unprotected.  

ii) Motherhood is left unprotected and rights of women are serious violated. 

Giving birth and nurturing is has become a threatening issues for the lives of the infants and their mothers.  There are inadequate measures taken to protect the well-being of the pregnant women and nursing mothers, thus, increasing number of women are refusing to have babies.  Another critical aspect is that, as there is high number of female refugees crossing the border, thereby, creating grieve social implications. In 1999, Good Friends has conducted a independent research on the North Korean refugees in China over 2,479 villages across the three states of China
. From this research, Good Friends estimated that there are 300,000 North Korean Refugees across three states of China and that 75.5%
were females and more than a half of these female refugees have been subjected to human trafficking.  

At least about 100,000 women have been trafficked to China, which means that a significant proportion of the population giving and rearing children are missing. Consequently, there will be an impact on the population growth even after the recovery of food crisis.

iii) Rate of mortality is increasing as the rate of birth is decreasing dramatically.

From the testimonies of the samples of 1,694 people the study estimated the rate of birth to be 7.4%
, which is even lower than the lowest rate of birth in the world, that is, 10.1%.  

It is only one third of the birth rate of 21.8%
 in the year 1980.  In addition, the mortality rates have increased dramatically from 5.5%
 to 33times greater 182.1%
 in 1997.  The famine in North Korea is still unknown to this day – the North Korean government should be more open and tell the public to what actually happened during the famine. 

iv) Dramatic increase on the abandoned children reduction of divorce rate and the       rate of marriage has dropped.    

“..people are dying out helplessly – it’s all because of food.  Parents abandon their children and elderly people.  They beg and live on streets ... and when the spring comes, people just die on the streets.

-from the testimony from 1885 reports-

v) Due to increased number of the deaths of immediate members of the family and the disintegration of family people are experiencing psychological crisis.

In course of crossing the border to China, there have been too many casualties and missing persons.  There is a proliferation of ‘Neo-Separated’ Families being created in the course of crossing the border (river) through deaths and separation.  It is tragic to see another form of separated families being created while the large number of separated family issue is still unresolved till today.  The most fundamental unit of the society; families are being devastated in North Korea. 

VI. Article 9. Right to benefit from the welfare system and 
Article 12. Right to enjoy the physical and mental health 
i) Chronic malnutrition is widespread and their survival is at risk in their daily lives.

Majority of the North Korean population is going through chronic malnutrition, particularly for children.  15.6% of the children under the age of seven years suffer from acute malnutrition, and 62.3% is suffering from chronic malnutrition
. Malnutrition could attract viral infections due to low level of immune system; hence, a simple disease could be lethal to these people.  The right to food should come first and foremost than any other medical assistance. 

ii) Suffering from illness in digestive system and other infectious diseases.    

Lack of food means they consume alternative food, that is, skins of trees, roots of grass and wild vegetables that causes complications in one’s digestive system.  As there is lack of electricity, infectious diseases rampant and the hygiene is one of the serious issue as the threatening the health. Diseases like paratyphus and cholera are simple diseases to cure, but lethal, when the physical system is weak in general. 

iii) Free Health Care System is ‘nowhere to be found’.

Good Friends has conducted another research with 1,027 refugees in 2000, China
.  At the time, 63.4% of the people were unable to obtain any medicine when they were ill.  34.7% replied that only the diagnoses were given from the doctors and they had to get the medicines themselves.  Only 0.2% has responded that they have received free medical service
. Free-Health Care Services used to be one the system the North Korean government was proud.  As the humanitarian crisis prolong it is getting more difficult to see the benefits – in order to heighten the economic social rights, it is mandatory for the North Korean economy to grow and economic crisis reduces the quality of the economic and social rights.  

iv) Lack of food and hygiene in the Camps for abandoned children and young people are deadly.     
In 1997, when the famine peaked, the North Korean government established 9.27camp to protect the children living on the street.  However, the poor quality of hygiene and lack of food, the camp soon closed.  It is a serious violation of human rights to send people to prisons/camps for reeducation and/or social control.  Light sentences should be dealt mildly considering under the condition of humanitarian crisis.    

v) Poor Communication and transport system due to deteriorated infrastructures.

Lack of energy, poor quality of roads and insufficient electricity makes electric trams to run only major lines not the minor lines, which also explains the reason the food distribution unable to reach most remote and marginalised areas.   

VII. Article 11.      Right to adequate standard of living and 
Article 13 &14.  Rights to Education
i) Teachers and students are forced to turn to trade 

In 2000, the Good Friends have conducted another research with 1,027 refugees in China, 75.5%
 responded that they have an experience that their children often could not attend the school because of hunger.  Also, the some teachers just turn to some trade since teaching does not put the food on the table.  From the people who have crossed the border, there are many teachers including academics in tertiary education.  The food shortage has swiped the entire North Korea, hence, teachers were not exception.  As the education system is being serious disturbed there is dramatic increase in illiteracy among the teens.  

ii) Stationeries have all ran and the foundation for the ‘free-education’ have exhausted.

Free education cannot be maintained when the state budget has been drained already.  The textbooks are out of print and the stationeries are no longer given free of charge – one would have to purchase stationeries in markets. Additionally, students are now being asked to shoulder the cost of operating the school that it is the student’s homework to hand in the materials needed from the school.  The right to adequate standard of living could only be sustained under the stable livelihood.

iii) Opportunity for higher education is discriminately applied according to one’s class. 

The people are divided into certain classes and for those, who fall into the stratum (the “hostile” stratum) that requires tight control from the government, there are significant constraints for social mobility such as, children from the hostile class are ineligible for tertiary education, applying to be the party official and joining the military.  Thus, the class category is a discriminating policy that retrogressing the equality.

iv) State is in control of mass media and information.

Information flow in North Korea is limited even there is only one channel available for mass media, that is, the central broadcasting system and the mere attempt to gain new information could lead to treason against the state.  This is prohibiting the freedom of thoughts and must be abolished immediately.   

VIII. Article 15.  Right to take part in cultural life and to enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its application
i) National Cultural heritage is being neglected and forests are devastated due to severe logging 
In seeking food at whatever the cost, the people sell from family jewels and treasures that have been handed down for generations, but the illegal trade for valuable cultural heritage as well.  These treasures handled in the black markets are sold in cheap prices in exchange for food.  Also the forests are being logged instead of using fuels causing devastation in the North Korea nation wide.  It takes several years to recover forests and the cultural heritages may never be able to recover again. 

IX.   Conclusion

In conclusion, this report is trying to emphasis the magnitude of the North Korean famine had on the human rights situation in North Korea, that the right to food is the most prioritised issue in terms of discussing the human rights conditions.  The international community should realise, therefore, absence of the right to food is the most immediate concerns in terms of the Economic Social and Cultural Rights.

To resolve the food shortages in North Korea, a concerted effort from both North Korean government and the international community is required.  The North Korean government should not use the threat of war as the means to control its people and stop being silent before the suffering of its people.  Reformation of agricultural land, guarantee the transparency in distribution of aid together with allowing the people to transport freely so that their livelihood is not violated.  And as a responsible partner of the international community, the North Korean government should focus in resolving economic and food crisis through economic reform.   

On the other hand the North Korean government would face difficulty in resolving such issues on its own most immediately.   The international community should provide ample humanitarian assistance, while North Koreans put the economy back on the track.  Hard-line policies would drive North Korea to militarism and it would put more pressure upon the people.   The humanitarian assistance should serve the prime purpose of providing assistance where it is needed despite the political differences.  With relief and development cooperation, North Korea would secure the economic activities and its internal politics and North Korea would build a more democratic society on its own.  

Good Friends hopes that this Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights would enrich and develop human rights conditions in all parts of the world and provide an opportunity to put a light in the North Korean human rights conditions.

Appendix 1.                                                                             

Tables from the Food Crisis of North Korea Witnessed by 1,694 Refugees (1998)

4.1.2 Mortality Rate by Gender 

	Gender
	Family members
	Mortality
	Mortality Rate

	Male
	4,472
	1,288
	28.8%

	Female
	4,645
	1,337
	28.8%

	Unknown
	132
	28
	21.1%

	Total
	9,249
	2,653
	28.7%



4.1.3 Mortality Rate by Age 

	Age
	Family members
	Mortality
	Mortality Rate

	9 or below
	997
	384
	38.5%

	10's
	1,806
	284
	15.7%

	20's
	1,287
	107
	8.3%

	30's
	1,397
	93
	6.7%

	40's
	1,027
	113
	11.0%

	50's
	901
	309
	34.3%

	60's
	1,247
	950
	76.2%

	70's
	391
	352
	90.0%

	Unknown
	196
	61
	31.1%

	Total
	9,249
	2,653
	28.7%
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* Mortality rates of those both younger and older than the 30's are high. The younger or older they are, with 30 as the midpoint, the higher the mortality rate. * The remarkable high mortality rates for age 9 or below (38.5%) and age 60 or above (79.5%) indicate that they are the most vulnerable groups affected by food shortage. 


4.1.8 Birth Rate and Mortality Rate by Year 

	 
	1996
	1997

	Total family members
	9,018
	8,505

	Number of Births
	96
	63

	Number of deaths
	609
	1,549

	Birth Rate
	1.06%
	0.74%

	Mortality Rate
	6.75%
	18.21%



* Birth rate in 1997(0.74%) is lower than that in 1996(1.06%).
* Mortality rate of 18.21% in 1997 is much higher than the 6.75% in 1996. 
  (The mortality rate in 1997 refers to the percentage of deaths of family members to total members in 1997,
i.e. deaths in 1997 / total family members X 100)
* In 1986, the birth rate of North Korea was 2.29%, the mortality rate 0.5%, and the natural rate of increase 1.79%. 
  (Reference: Eberstadt N. and Banister, J. The Population of North Korea.
  Berkeley, CA: Institute of East Asian Studies, University of California, 1996)

Tables from the Understanding the Responses of the North Koreans on the Social and Economic Condition of North Korea (2000)

1-2 -1 Children’s Education and Working condition in Famine

	 how often would your children miss school
	Cases
	Percentages (%)

	often
	317
	75.5

	sometimes
	8
	1.9

	never
	3
	0.7

	no response
	92
	21.9

	Total
	420
	100.0


1-2-2 Children’s involvement in selling goods
1-3 Treatment of Illness

	Children’s involvement in

selling goods
	Cases
	Percentages (%)

	Yes
	163
	38.8

	No
	156
	37.2

	no response
	101
	24.0

	Total
	420
	100.0


	Children’s involvement in

selling goods
	Cases
	Percentages (%)

	Yes
	163
	38.8

	No
	156
	37.2

	no response
	101
	24.0

	Total
	420
	100.0

	Treatment of Illness
	Cases
	Percentages (%)

	no treatment from hospital
	330
	63.4

	diagnosed but no medicine 
	181
	34.7

	treated for free(in hospital)
	1
	0.2

	others
	9
	1.7

	Total
	521
	100.0


Table from the Report on Daily Life and Human Rights of North Korean Refugees in China (1999)

 2-3 Composition of gender 

	Region
	Gender
	No. Refugee
	Percent
	Valid percent 

	1,566 villages in Yanbian district
	male
	5,666
	36.5%
	37.8%

	
	female
	9,338
	60.1%
	62.2%

	
	no response
	521
	3.4%
	-

	
	total
	15,525
	100.0%
	100.0%

	913 villages in 3 Northeastern states
	male
	1,175
	9.1%
	9.1%

	
	female
	11,762
	90.8%
	90.9%

	
	no response
	10
	0.1%
	-

	
	total
	12,947
	100.0%
	100.0%

	Total
	male
	6,841
	24.0%
	24.5%

	
	female
	21,100
	74.1%
	75.5%

	
	no response
	531
	1.9%
	-

	
	total
	28,472
	100.0%
	100.0%
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